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PRESENT AND FUTURE OF FAMILY FARM 
WILL BE DISCUSSED AT CONFERENCE
MISSOULA—
Is the family farm an endangered species?
State senators, representatives of seven major farm and ranch organizations, 
officials of agricultural bureaus, and academic humanists will consider this 
question at a conference at Dawson County Community College, Glendive, Nov. 15 and 16.
They will look at the historical, philosophical, political, social and 
economic issues that directly affect the current and future status of the family 
farm.
The conference, which includes three workshops, is sponsored by Dawson Com­
munity College and the University of Montana. It is supported by a $9,000 grant 
from the Montana Committee for the Humanities, the state affiliate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities.
The project directors are Daniel J. Smith, coordinator of the UM Institute 
for Human Resources, and Hugo Tureck of the DCC social science department.
Duane D. Pettersen of the UM interpersonal communication faculty will moderate the 
conference.
William Kittredge, associate professor of English in the UM creative writing 
program, will be the banquet speaker Thursday, Nov. 15, at 7 p.m. at the Rustic Inn.
He will share his perception of the issues to be treated at the conference from the 
perspective of a poet and a writer of fiction who has experienced the transition 
from family ranch to urban life.
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Others on the two-day program include Sens. Thomas Towe, Billings, and 
William Mathers, Miles City; Myron Just, North Dakota commissioner of agriculture; 
Gordon McOmber, director of the Montana Department of Agriculture; Tom Ree, DCC 
Department of Agriculture, and MSU faculty members Tom Wessell, a historian, 
and Ken Weaver, a political scientist.
Economic, social and political issues to be discussed include equitable 
pricing structures for farm and ranch production; transfer of ownership from 
parents to their adult children; impact of large corporate investments in agri­
business, coal and oil development, land development and speculation; role of 
government in preserving the family farm.
Conference participants will also talk about factors of historical 
development unique to eastern Montana; stewardship; the impact of profound 
changes upon the younger generation in terms of humanistic values, and the 
impact of the loss of a farm on family members.
Further information about the conference is available from Daniel J.
Smith, Institute for Human Resources, University of Montana, Missoula 59812 
(telephone 243-6849) or Hugo Tureck, Social Science Department, Dawson Community 
College, Glendive 59330 (telephone 365-3396).
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